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Professor James Henry Breasted's A History of Egypt will soon 
appear in a German edition, prepared by Dr. Hermann Ranke, formerly 
of the University of Pennsylvania, now assistant in the Egyptian Section 
of the Royal Museum at Berlin. 

Professor Stuart L. Tyson of the New Testament Department 
of the Western Theological Seminary, Chicago, has accepted a call to the 
chair of New Testament in the University of the South to succeed Pro- 
fessor W. P. Du Bose, resigned. He takes up his new duties February, 
1909. 

"Providence Bible Institute" is the name of an organization which 
states its purpose to be "To foster a more widespread interest in the study 
of the Bible, particularly in its literary and historical aspects." The pur- 
pose of this Institute is fostered in two ways: First, by four courses of lec- 
tures to be delivered during the winter (1) by Rev. Samuel McComb, D.D. 
of Boston on "The Bible and Modern Psychotherapy;" (2) by Dean 
Shailer Mathews of the Divinity School, the University of Chicago, on 
"The Social Teachings of Jesus;" (3) by Professor G. W. Knox of Union 
Theological Seminary on "The Spirit of the Orient;" and (4) by Dean 
George Hodges of Cambridge Episcopal Divinity School on "The Apos- 
tolic Age." Second, by four study classes: (1) "The Acts and Epistles" 
by Rev. John R. Brown; (2) "General Introduction to the Old Testa- 
ment" by Professor Henry T. Fowler of Brown University; (3) "The Prin- 
ciples of Education and Their Application to Sunday-School Teaching" by 
Professor Walter B. Jacob; and (4) "Lantern Talks on Bible Lands" 
by Thomas Battey. These last four courses constitute, under the direction 
of Dr. Lester Bradner, Jr., the second year's work of "The Rhode Island 
Bible Training School." 

Rev. Benjamin R. Downer, Newport, Tenn., a former graduate of 
Vanderbilt University, 1891, Rochester Theological Seminary, 1895, has 
been elected to the chair of Old Testament Interpretation in Kansas City 
Theological Seminary, to succeed Professor J. J. Reeve, who has accepted 
a call to the same chair in Baylor University, Waco, Tex. 

Professor James Henry Breasted has been appointed a delegate by 
the United States government to the International Congress of Archaeolo- 
gists which will meet in Cairo, Egypt, next April. 
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The International Sunday-School Lesson Committee, American Sec- 
tion, intends to issue its first series of graded Sunday-school lessons as 
authorized at the Twelfth International Convention in Louisville, June 
20, 1908, very soon after next holidays. The lessons to be published will 
be the first year of the Beginner's, the first year of the Primary, and the 
first year of the Junior series. This date will give the publishers ample 
time to prepare and publish their helps by October 1, 1909, the date agreed 
on by the large publishing houses for beginning the use of the new graded 
lessons. 

Professor George Adam Smith of Glasgow delivered the Drew 
lecture at Hackney College, London, October 7, on "Israel's Doctrine of 
the Individual and Immortality." 

Professor A. H. Sayce, in company with Artin Pasha, who has just 
retired from office in Cairo, is planning for an extended trip in the Soudan. 
According to a recent letter, he expects to spend the next winter in exploring 
there, going up the Blue Nile, which is in very high flood this year, and also 
up the White Nile as far as Gondokoro, returning through the monuments 
of ancient Meroe. The governor general, Sir Reginald Wingate, who is a 
neighbor of Professor Sayce in Edinburgh, has been mapping out the trip 
with him during their summer vacation. 

A few months ago, Professor Gaster announced that he had secured 
from the Samaritan community at Nablous an ancient Hebrew recension 
of the Book of Joshua, which was independent of and probably older than 
the Massoretic text. This announcement was greeted with great interest, 
for it meant one of the most important biblical discoveries of modern times. 
Scholars at once set themselves the task of testing the antiquity of the 
translation and, as usual, arrived at varying opinions. Articles pro and con 
have followed one another in rapid succession. But now the controversy 
is set at rest by a simple announcement in the Theologische Liter aturzeitung 
for September 26. Here Professor G. Dalman, of Jerusalem, reports a 
conversation with the Samaritan high priest on September 1, in which the 
latter declared that he himself had composed and written the text in ques- 
tion on the basis of an Arabic document. Furthermore he expressed aston- 
ishment that Professor Gaster should have claimed great antiquity for the 
version since he himself had never made any false claims in reference to his 
manuscript. This statement would seem to be final. 



